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The Government acknowledges that children and young people across the country have experienced 

unprecedented disruption to their education as a result of coronavirus and as such announced funding to 

support children and young people to catch up. This funding is expected to be just for the academic year 

2020 – 2021. Schools’ allocations are on a per pupil basis, providing each mainstream school with a total 

of £80 for each pupil in years reception through to 11.  Alwyn’s provisional allocation was £19,600 based 

on 245 pupils. The Government states that schools should use this funding for specific activities to 

support their pupils to catch up for lost teaching over the previous months. Schools have the flexibility to 

spend their funding in the best way for their cohort and circumstances. As with all government funding, 

school leaders must be able to account for how this money is being used to achieve our central goal of 

schools getting back on track and teaching a normal curriculum as quickly as possible. 

At Alwyn Infant School this funding will be used in order to provide: 

 Curriculum resources and materials that support “catch up” reading in particular. £4000 is to be 
spent on reading books. 

 Additional support staff to develop the outcomes of children who have been identified as 
needing “catch up” in their learning. £15,600 to be spent on staffing. 

Catch Up at Alwyn Infant School is for all children. It will be expertly taught through  purposeful lessons 
focussed on the consolidation of core skills. This means there will be an increased emphasis on reading, 
phonics, spelling, handwriting, punctuation and number skills, relevant to age and year groups. There will 
be a particular focus on early reading and phonics. This is always a focus in the school and will continue 
to be so in order to develop children’s reading ability and vocabulary. 

The teaching of reading, writing and maths will require increased time in order to cover missed learning. 
We will use the time usually spent practicing for a Christmas concert to achieve this. Teachers will work 
to identify gaps in learning, through assessment and will adapt planning and teaching accordingly. 

For some children there will be additional support and focus on basic core skills. This will be provided 
through additional staffing and will be dependent on need as identified through ongoing assessment. 
These children will be given additional time to practice basic skills in order to re-establish good progress. 
There will be flexibility on timetables to allow for this. 

The impact/effect of this expenditure on the educational attainment of pupils at the school will be 
assessed through: 

• Internal assessment 

• Work scrutiny 

• Pupil progress meetings 


