
Welcome to  
Alwyn Infant School’s  

Writing Afternoon 
2020 



 

Writing includes: 
 

Phonics and spellings 
Handwriting 

Composition (plan, write, review, 

edit, punctuation, grammar) 



Starting in Little Alwyn 

When your child first starts school, they follow 
the Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum 
for learning. 

 
The early learning goal for writing is:  

Children use their phonic knowledge to write words in 
ways which match their spoken sounds. They also write 
some irregular common words (keywords).  

They write simple sentences which can be read by 
themselves and others. Some words are spelt correctly 
and others are phonetically plausible.  



Emergent writing 

Emergent writing is the way young children begin to 
write words and sentences. We provide lots of 
opportunities for this type of writing.   



Children will begin to experiment 
with mark–making and tell you what 
the symbols mean.  This is done for 

both words and numbers. 

Then clearly identifiable 
letters to communicate 
meaning will begin to 
emerge. 



  
The children begin to 
use their phonics to 
write. Can you read 
this? 

I was at a party 

They start to use their keywords and 
phonics to write a simple sentence that 
can be read by themselves and others.  
Some words are spelt correctly and 
others are phonetically plausible. 

I went to the cinema 



Fine and gross motor control is a key part of 
handwriting. To help develop this the children take part 
in lots of climbing, digging, Lego, using tweezers and 
rhymes with actions where they can separate and wiggle 
their fingers. 
 
A good pen grip also helps. 



Pencil grip development 



Story Telling 
• Story telling is an early writing skill as you need to 

think about sequencing, structure and vocabulary. You 
also need imagination and inventiveness! A story needs 
a beginning, a middle and an ending with great 
characters. 

• It is not reliant on physical skill and/or knowledge of 
spelling and sentence structure so anyone can do it. 

• How to help at home: 

                collect objects connected to a known story 
and use them to retell it, use drawings, talk about 
stories, record them, type them for the children, act 
them out, think about exciting interesting words … 



When the children start Year1, they begin working on the 
National Curriculum.  
Look at the requirements for Year 1 and 2. 
 
National Curriculum, Handwriting:  
 
Year 1 
• sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly 
• begin to form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and 

finishing in the right place 
• form capital letters 
• form digits 0-9 
• understand which letters belong to which handwriting ‘families’ (i.e. 

letters that are formed in similar ways) and to practise these. 
 
Year 2 
• form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another 
• start using some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join 

letters 
• write capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and 

relationship to one another and to lower case letters 
• use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters 
 



National Curriculum, Spelling and phonics:  
 
Year 1 
• name and write each letter of the alphabet  
• write words using their sound knowledge (phonics) 
• write the days of the week accurately 
• spell common words (keywords) 
• spell words with common prefixes (un) and suffixes (ing, ed, er, est, 

plurals: s es) 
• learn and apply simple spelling rules (yr1 and yr2) 
• write sentences from memory (dictation, yr1 and yr2) 
• check the accuracy of their spelling by reading the word aloud  
 
Year 2 
• segment spoken words into sounds and write the words with the correct 

letter groups 
• learn alternative spellings for the sounds they already know 
• spell and use the correct common homophones 
• learn to spell common keywords  
• learn to spell words with contractions (apostrophes) 
• learn the possessive apostrophe (singular) [eg, the girl’s book] 
• add suffixes to spell longer words, including –ment, –ness, –ful, –less, –ly 

 
 



National Curriculum, Composition:  
 
Year 1 
• write sentences by: 
 saying out loud what they are going to write about 
    composing a sentence orally before writing it 
     sequencing sentences to form short narratives 
  re-reading what they have written to check for sense 
• discuss what they have written with the teacher or other pupils 
• read aloud their writing clearly enough to be heard by their peers and 

the teacher. 
• leave spaces between words (finger spaces) 
• join words and clauses using ‘and’ 
• begin to punctuate sentences using a capital letter and a full stop, 

question mark or exclamation mark 
• use a capital letter for names of people, places, the days of the week, 

and the personal pronoun ‘I’ 
• learn and use year 1 grammatical words (letter, capital letter, word, 

singular, plural, sentence, punctuation, full stop, question mark, 
exclamation mark) 



National Curriculum, Composition:  
Year 2 
• write narratives about personal experiences and those of others (real and 

fictional) 
• write about real events, poetry and for different purposes 
• plan or say out loud what they are going to write about 
• writing down ideas and/or key words, including new vocabulary 
• encapsulate what they want to say, sentence by sentence 
• evaluate their writing with the teacher and other pupils 
• re-read to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate time 

(time words) are used correctly and consistently 
• proof-read to check for errors  
• read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the 

meaning clear 
• learn how to use both familiar and new punctuation correctly (full stops, capital letters, 

exclamation marks, question marks, commas for lists and apostrophes for contraction and possession) 

• write sentences with different forms: statements, questions, exclamations, 
commands 

• write expanded noun phrases to describe and specify (adjectives) 

• write in present and past tense correctly and consistently  
• use longer sentences with subordinating conjunctions (when, if, that, because) and co-

ordinating conjunctions (or, and, but) 

• use some features of written Standard English 
• understand and use the correct grammatical words when talking about their 

writing (singular, plural, sentence, punctuation, full stop, question mark, exclamation mark, text, 
statement, question, exclamation, noun, noun phrase,  command, conjunction, suffix, adjective, adverb, verb, 
tense- past/present, apostrophe, comma) 



Handwriting 
How we teach handwriting 

• We start big! Children need core strength to sit still and 
straight at a table. PE, climbing jumping all helps with 
handwriting so this is easy to do at home. A trip to the play park 
helps with their coordination and handwriting! 

• Then we work on fine motor skills (playdoh, tweezers, beading, 
buttoning shirts, finger exercises) to develop finger strength, 
dexterity and finger separation. 

• Provide opportunities to use different types of paper, pens, 
pencils, crayons, chalks, paints, slime, sand etc. to make marks 
and letters. 

• We make patterns so the children get used to moving a mark 
maker over something. 

• We teach  the correct letter formation in families (next slides). 

• Year 2 learning the joins – horizontal or diagonal. 

 



Long legged giraffe letters 



One-armed robot letters 



Curly caterpillar letters 



Zig-zag monster letters 



It does help to sit properly, hold the paper 
at an angle and use a supporting hand. 



 



Handwriting Song 

1  2  3  4 

Are my feet flat on the floor? 

5  6  7  8 

My chair is in, my back is straight 

9   10   11   12 

This is how my pencil’s held 

13   14   15   16 

Now I’m ready for my very best writing! 



Phonics and Spellings 
• We teach phonics with handwriting so the children link the 

sound to the mark on the page. 

• As we introduce each sound, the children practise writing the 
letter or letters either in the air, in sand, with a finger on their 
hand, on whiteboards or on paper. Anywhere they can! 

• We teach the sounds/letters in systematic order (shared in the 
reading presentation). 

• When the children are ready, we teach them to blend the sounds 
in order to read words eg. m…a…n.  Then we write the words 
using our sound knowledge and letter formation skills. We 
encourage them to segment a word into sounds when they are 
writing.  

• For many children there will be lots of words that they want to 
use but find difficult to spell but we always encourage them to 
have a go. You can help sound out words and segment words with 
your child so they learn the process. Don’t worry if bread is 
spelt B R E D. 



Spelling Keywords 
Some words needed for writing will contain a spelling pattern that 
the children have not yet been introduced to or have an unusual 
spelling patterns eg. to, said, any. This are called keywords. 

 

We will focus on how to spell these common key words in weekly 
spelling tests. If children are writing at home and need a word that 
can’t be sounded out tell them how to spell it or write out words 
for them to copy.  

 

In Years 1 and 2 children also learn some spelling patterns and 
rules, such as prefix ‘un’, adding an s for plurals or common suffixes 
(word endings). This will also have a cross over with punctuation as 
they need to learn how to spell contractions with apostrophes.   

 

The next slides show keywords/ spelling slides that you may 
recognise from the weekly spellings 



Year 1 spellings 







Year 2 spellings 





Different genres of writing 
There are many different types of writing that we use in school and the 
children learn to write them by reading examples, examining their 
features, layout and specific language/vocabulary and sequence. 
 

Before the writing process, the children have the opportunity to read and 
share the different text types, so there is a specific link to reading and 
exposure to good examples.  

Plus they can become detectives by trying to identify the specific features 
used. We look at and write: 

Non fiction 

• Information texts 

• Recounts 

• Instructions 

• Posters/leaflets/flyers 

Fiction 

• Stories 

• Poetry 

 



We teach how to recognise and use different 
punctuation in writing. 

 

 



How to use different  

sentence types 
• Commands 

• Statements 

• Questions  

• Exclamations (Begin with a phrase (what/how) 
followed by subject and verb) 

 
Challenge: Look at these sentences. Can you work out what type of 
sentence it is? 

 What an amazing day it is? 

 Stop doing that. 

 I like ice cream. 

 Can I have an ice cream? 

 
 

 



The children also need to have an understanding of 
grammar and use the correct vocabulary. 

 

 

We teach a lot of this through games and reading as well as writing. 



Shared writing 
• The whole class is led by the teacher 
• Focus is on a particular learning objective  
• A text, picture, sound or drama can be used 

as a stimulus 
• Children work together with the teacher to 

compose or edit a class text 

Modelling 
Teacher demonstrates but also involves the 
children’s ideas 



Guided group writing 
• May continue from work completed in the 

whole class shared writing session 

• Helps children to learn to write independently 

• Small group work with an adult 

• Individual writing targets are used and 
referred to with the children 

• Like shared writing, specific objectives and 
structures will be focused on e.g. descriptive 
writing 



All this leads 
to 

independent 
writing! 



Assessment 
and tests 



Assessment ‘I cans’ Year 1 
Spellings Composition Vocabulary, grammar, punctuation

I can spell words using the phonemes that I know. I can share my ideas about my writing. I can leave finger spaces.

I can spell most of the key words from the yr1 list. I can say a sentence out loud before writing it. I can join words and ideas with the word 'and'.

I can spell the days of the week. I can write more than one sentence about an idea.
I can use capital letters and full  stops in my 

sentences.

I can name the letters of the alphabet in order.
I can re-read what I have written to check that it 

makes sense and can be read by others.

I can use question marks and exclamation marks in 

my sentences.

I can say the letter names when spelling out a word. I can talk about my writing.

I can use a capital letter for names of people, 

places, the days of the week, and the personal 

pronoun ‘I’.

I can add the suffix -s or -es to make plurals and 

verbs.

I can read my writing back to a friend/adult 

confidently and loudly.

I can say what a word, sentence, text and 

punctuation is.

I can use the prefix un-. Handwriting

I can add the suffix –ing, –ed, –er and –est to root 

words that do not change.

I can sit properly at a table, holding a pencil 

comfortably and correctly.

I can use the sound and spelling patterns I have 

been taught (yr 1  l ist).

I can begin to write lower-case letters in the correct 

direction, starting and finishing in the right place.

I can remember and write a sentence my teacher 

reads aloud.
I can write the capital letters.

I can write the digits 0 - 9.

I can show which letters are written in the same way 

(letter families).

I can use special words when talking about my 

writing: letter, capital letter, word, singular, plural, 

sentence, punctuation, full  stop, question mark, 

exclamation mark.



Assessment ‘I cans’ Year 2 
Spellings

Planning my writing Composition

I can use sounds in a word to spell them correctly.
I can plan my writing and share my ideas with 

someone else.
I can write a story  with the right features.

I can use a range of spelling patterns
I can record my planning ideas and words I want to 

use.

I can write about real events with appropriate 

features.

I can spell most of the keywords
I can write in ordered sentences with a clearly 

l inked meaning.
I can write poetry with correct features and layout.

I can spell contractions with the apostrophe in the 

correct place Punctuation, words and sentences

I can write for different purposes and choose 

theright layout.

I can use the possessive apostrophe for the singular 

person (show belonging)

I can use full  stops and capital letters in my 

sentences.
I can begin to use appropriate openings and endings

I can spell homophones correctly I can use exclamation marks and question marks. I can use a range of different sentence openers.

I can add suffixes (ment, ness, ful, less, ly) I can use commas in a l ist.
Editing and Improving

I can use and apply the spelling rules I have been 

taught
I can use apostrophes for contractions I can talk about my writing with someone else.

I can remember/write a sentence  read out loud with 

the correct spelling.
I can use apostrophes for belonging I can edit my work to check it makes sense.

Handwriting
I can use a range of sentences (statement, question, 

exclamation, command)
I can check and make changes to my spellings.

I can form lower case letters correctly and the same 

size.
I can use adjectives and expanded noun phrases I can check my use of punctuation.

I can begin to join some letters correctly. I can say what an adverb is and use them
I can read my work aloud with the correct 

expression and fluency.

I can write capital letters of the appropriate size 

and correct way round.

I can use past and present tenses correctly and 

consistently

I can recognise and use some forms of Standard 

English in writing.

I can write digits of the appropriate size and correct 

way round.

I can use conjunctions for coordination (or, and, 

but)

I can leave finger spaces
I can use conjunctions for subordination (when, if, 

that, because, so)

Words to know: noun, noun phrase, statement, 

question, exclamation, command, compound, suffix, 

adjective, adverb, verb, tense (past/present), 

apostrophe, comma.



End of KeyStage tests 
• There will be spelling test with 20 

questions 



End of KeyStage tests 
• There will be a punctuation, vocabulary 

and grammar tests. 

 



End of KeyStage tests 
• Independent writing and the test 

results are then teacher assessed 
against specific national descriptors. 

 

• Standards:  

  Good standard 

 Expected standard 

 Working towards the expected 

 Below the expected standard 



How to help with writing  
at home 

• Lots of talking 
• Developing gross and fine motor skills 
• Letter formation 
• Blending and hearing sounds 
• Positive enthusiasm 
• Support 
• Model writing 
• Opportunity and purpose to write 


