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When your child starts school in Little Alwyn, they are taught 
following the Early Years Foundation curriculum. 

The key reading objectives are:

 Use phonic knowledge to decode regular words and read them aloud 
accurately (phonics). 

 Read some common irregular words (keywords).

 Read and understand simple sentences. 

 Listen to stories accurately, anticipating key events and respond to 
what they hear with relevant comments, questions or actions. 

 Demonstrate an understanding when talking with others about what 
they have read.

Foundation Stage Expectations



Your child will start coming home with wordless books. They are a very important 
part of our reading scheme.  Children love these books as they can make up a story 
using the pictures, without worrying whether or not they are reading it correctly.  
This develops early prediction skills and builds confidence when sharing their ideas 
about a book. They also learn how use a book, how to turn the pages and work left 
to right.

You can support your child by:

 Helping to tell the story in their own words.

 Prompting and praising the use of new and interesting words.

 Encouraging them to make predictions about the story- what do you think will happen 
next?

 Encouraging them to think of their own story by making some changes. What changes 
would they make? Can they think of a different ending?

 Talking about the characters and the setting.

 Asking them what their favourite part of the story is.

 Write a sentence for a picture or draw pictures to make a story, (use post its).

Just enjoy the stories together and have fun!

Wordless Books



Years 1 and 2 follow The National Curriculum. It provides the teaching 
requirements for reading but it also places a strong emphasis on 
reading for pleasure and the enjoyment and learning that comes from 
sharing a book.

National Curriculum 2014 quote

“Through reading in particular, pupils have a chance to
develop culturally, emotionally, intellectually, socially and
spiritually. Literature, especially, plays a key role in such
development. Reading also enables pupils both to acquire
knowledge and to build on what they already know…and
to develop their love of literature through widespread
reading for enjoyment”



 Decoding is skilled word reading: 

This is the understanding that the letters on the page 
represent the sounds in spoken words. It is the speedy 
working out of the pronunciation of unfamiliar printed 
words (decoding) and the speedy recognition of familiar 
printed words.        (NC 2014)                                                

It is the use of their taught phonics to read words 
accurately and fluently alongside the recognition 

of their sight vocabulary or key words.

There are two main teaching areas for reading.
One area is decoding.



 Good comprehension: draws from linguistic knowledge (in particular of 
vocabulary and grammar) and on knowledge of the world. Comprehension 
skills develop through pupils’ experience of high-quality discussion with the 
teacher, as well as from reading and discussing a range of stories, poems and 
non-fiction. All pupils must be encouraged to read widely across both fiction 
and non-fiction to develop their knowledge of themselves and the world in 
which they live, to establish an appreciation and love of reading, and to gain 
knowledge across the curriculum. Reading widely and often increases pupils’ 
vocabulary because they encounter words they would rarely hear or use in 
everyday speech. Reading also feeds pupils’ imagination and opens up a 
treasure-house of wonder and joy for curious young minds.    (NC 2014)

It is the understanding  of the words and text, both listened to and read. It is 
the discussions we have about our reading: can you retell the story, predict 
what will happen next, infer meanings and talk about word meanings.

The second area of reading is  
comprehension



Word deciphering (decoding) is a key dimension of reading. In order to 
decode words, the children must know the sounds in a word and how 
those sounds look when written down. This is called phonics. 

In order to teach this we follow the ‘Letters and Sounds’ approach to 
phonics teaching across the whole school, a copy of which can be found on 
the internet or on our school website.  It is taught in six different 
phases, which are explained on the next few slides.

The children usually sit a phonics check assessment at the end of Year 1. 
Due to the current situation and school closures, the children in Year 2 
will take this phonics check in late Autumn 2020.

Phonics: letters and sounds



When the children start in Little Alwyn, they take part in lots of activities to 
develop their listening skills and their awareness of sounds.

These include listening to and identifying environmental sounds/noises,  
singing songs and action rhymes, identifying or predicting the rhyme, creating 
our own rhymes and we may encourage the children to add claps, foot stamps 
and other body percussion sounds. 

We listen to the sounds at the beginning of words and play games focusing on 
a single sound to develop their understanding. eg. ‘b’ a bendy banana, a bean 
bag, a bug, a bumble bee and a bus.

We play lots of games to develop their oral blending skills, eg. Who can touch 
their f..ee..t feet? Or play sound I spy.

When we feel the children are ready, we start the next phase.

Phonics Phase 1



In phase 2 we teach the children to recognise a specific set of letters and the basic 
sounds we use when we read them. The letters/sounds and teaching order are:

Phonics Phase 2

As the children learn the sounds they begin 
to blend them together to make words. It is 
amazing how many 2 and 3 letter words can 
be made with these sounds! They can even 
start to read simple two syllable words, such 
as sunset.

We also teach the children sight words: 

the, to, I, no, go, into, and  etc. 

These can’t usually be decoded because the 
children don’t know those sounds yet but 
they need these words for reading.  They 
are often sent home to practise. 

Flash cards are a fantastic way to learn 
these. Also stick them up everywhere- on 
the fridge, the wall where they eat their 
breakfast- so you can easily point to a word 
and they can recognise and read it. 



The children continue to use their sounds from phase 2 and add some 
new sounds to decode more words:

Phonics Phase 3

They learn to blend these words 
together to read 3 letter words, 
like jet and longer 2 syllable words. 

They also learn the letter names in 
phase 3 and continue to learn new 
sight words (he, she, we, me, be, 
was, my, you, her, they, all, are).



This is a consolidation stage where we practise using all the taught sounds 
from phase 2 and 3 and combine them to make lots of different 3, 4, 5 and 6 
letter words as well as 2 and 3 syllable words. It gives the children a chance to 
learn some of the trickier blends and letter clusters at the beginning and end 
of words.

Phonics Phase 4

The sight words 
are some, one, 
said, come, do, 
so, were, when, 
have, there, out, 
like, little, what



Phonics Phase 5

The children are 
taught other new 
sounds and 
alternative letter 
combinations that 
can be used to make 
sounds they already 
know. 



In this phase of teaching, the children are enabled to apply their 

phonics skills (sound knowledge) to word reading and spelling and to 

decode longer words quickly, without undue hesitation. 

They are extended in this phase by learning to read and identify 

suffixes (word endings), such as s, es, ing, ed, s, er, est, y, en, ful, ly, 

est, er, ment, ness, en

Phonics Phase 6



Individual Reading Books

When they are ready, each child takes home a reading book and reading record 
book. In the current situation, the children in Year 1 and 2 are taking home 2 

books that are changed every Monday and Thursday. 

We do expect the children to read at home every day as part of their 
school homework.

Our reading books are from specially chosen schemes to develop phonics 
knowledge and the progressive reading skills. We have a wider range of books, 

including non-fiction, story books, poetry books and play scripts. 



We teach the children to use many different strategies to help with their reading. These could also 
be used when the children are reading at home.

 Encourage them to look carefully at the pictures for clues to decode words and also for 
comprehension. They can explain what is happening in the picture, use it to infer meaning and also 
predict what will happen.  The front cover is great for prediction.

 To sound out and then blend the sounds together to read new words. 

 Look out for the sight words in books. We also build up the children’s sight vocabulary by sending 
home key words for them to learn.

 Looking at the first few sounds e.g. ‘caterpillar’

 Reading through the sentence to give a context then going back to work out the tricky word.

 Re-reading from the beginning of a sentence to guess an unknown word.

 Recognising and using punctuation properly, for example to pause at a full stop and talk about the 
use of a capital letter.

 If they have struggled to decode words in a sentence, practice reading it again to help with 
fluency once the words are known or read the sentence back to them for understanding.

Children who are able to use a range of these strategies will become 
successful readers

Reading Strategies



Skills for Comprehension

Punctuation too!

This is a good summary of 
the different skills used 
for comprehension and 
the focus for different 
questions that can be 
asked when talking about 
books and their reading. 



Think about when and where this 
can happen to limit distractions 
and help concentration.

Paired reading, you could read 
together or take turns.

Enjoy it!

Reading at Home



What skills do we assess in school?

Decoding:   

- Sound knowledge and phonetic skills (phonics)

- Sight vocabulary    (keywords grid)

Comprehension (understanding of words and text)

Book band level and reading age (school reading book)

Progress made using ‘I can…’ statements

Examples of these are included in the next slides.

Assessments



This is an example of a 
phonics recall assessment 
record.

The children must be able 
to read the sound 
accurately and confidently.

There are over 40 to learn!

Then they go on to learn 
alternative ways to make 
the sounds. 



They then have to 
use their sound 
knowledge to read 
real and nonsense 
words



Year 1 Keywords



Year 2 Keywords



Year 1 Pupil Progress Grid



Year 2 Pupil Progress Grid



SATs for year 2
The children take 2 externally written reading tests that are marked in 

school and inform teacher assessments. 

The end of year 2 standards (level judgements) are:

Exceeded/good standard (GDS) 

Expected National standard (EXS) 

Working towards the national standard (WTS)

Below national standard (BLW)

On the next slides are examples of the test papers.

End of KS1 Tests



 This paper combines 
texts and questions. It 
will include a list of useful 
words and some practice 
questions for teachers to 
introduce the contexts 
and question types to the 
pupils.

Paper 1



 The reading booklet 
and answer booklet 
are separate in this 
paper. 

 There are no practice 
questions or 
vocabulary to help.

Paper 2



Remember, reading 
is fun!


