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Phonics and Reading



When your child starts school in Little Alwyn, they are 
taught following the Early Years Foundation Stage 
curriculum. 
The key reading objectives are:

 Use phonic knowledge to decode regular words and read them aloud 
accurately (phonics). 

 Read some common irregular words (keywords).

 Read and understand simple sentences. 

 Listen to stories accurately, anticipating key events and respond to what 
they hear with relevant comments, questions or actions. 

 Demonstrate an understanding when talking with others about what they 
have read.

Foundation Stage Expectations



Your child will start coming home with wordless books. They are a very important 
part of our reading scheme.  Children love these books as they can make up a story 
using the pictures, without worrying whether or not they are reading it correctly.  
This develops early prediction skills and builds confidence when sharing their ideas 
about a book. They also learn how use a book, how to turn the pages and work left 
to right.

You can support your child by:

 Helping them to tell the story in their own words.

 Prompting and praising the use of new and interesting words.

 Encouraging them to make predictions about the story- what do you think will happen 
next?

 Encouraging them to think of their own story by making some changes. What changes 
would they make? Can they think of a different ending?

 Talking about the characters and the setting.

 Asking them what their favourite part of the story is.

 Writing a sentence for a picture or drawing pictures to make a story, (use post its).

Enjoy the stories together and have fun!

Wordless Books



Word deciphering (decoding) is a key dimension of reading. In order to 
decode words, the children must know the sounds in a word and how 
those sounds look when written down. This is called phonics. 

In order to teach this we follow the ‘Letters and Sounds’ approach to 
phonics teaching across the whole school. A copy of this can be found on 
the internet and on our school website.  It is taught in six different 
phases.  In reception we teach Phase 1 in the first term and then start 
Phase 2 in October.  In the Spring term we start to teach Phase 3. 

Phonics: letters and sounds



When the children start in Little Alwyn, they take part in lots of activities to 
develop their listening skills and their awareness of sounds.

These include listening to and identifying environmental sounds/noises,  
singing songs and action rhymes, predicting the rhyme and creating our own 
rhymes.  We may encourage the children to add claps, foot stamps and other 
body percussion sounds. 

We listen to the sounds at the beginning of words and play games focusing on 
a single sound to develop their understanding. eg. ‘b’ a bendy banana, a bean 
bag, a bug, a bumble bee and a bus.

We play lots of games to develop their oral blending skills, eg. Who can touch 
their f..ee..t feet? and I spy.

When we feel the children are ready, we start the next phase.

Phonics Phase 1



In phase 2 we teach the children to recognise a specific set of letters and the basic 
sounds we use when we read them. The letters/sounds and teaching order are:

Phonics Phase 2

As the children learn the sounds they begin 
to blend them together to make words. It is 
amazing how many 2 and 3 letter words can 
be made with these sounds! They can even 
start to read simple two syllable words, such 
as sunset.

We also teach the children sight words: 

the, to, I, no, go, into, and  etc. 

These can’t usually be decoded because the 
children don’t know those sounds yet but 
they need these words for reading.  They 
are often sent home to practise. 

Flash cards are a fantastic way to learn 
these. Stick them up everywhere- on the 
fridge, the wall where they eat their 
breakfast- so you can easily point to a word 
and they can recognise and read it. 



It is helpful if adults at home can use pure phonics 
with their child.  Below are some links where you 
can hear how we sound out letters.  

 http://mrthorne.com/

 www.ictgames.com

 www.phonicsplay.co.uk

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qB6SvZscxgg

Pronounciation

http://mrthorne.com/
http://www.ictgames.com/
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/


The children continue to use their sounds from phase 2 and add some 
new sounds to decode more words:

Phonics Phase 3

They learn to blend these sounds 
together to read 3 letter words, 
like ‘jet’ and longer 2 syllable words. 

They also learn the letter names in 
phase 3 and continue to learn new 
sight words (he, she, we, me, be, 
was, my, you, her, they, all, are).



Phonic 
sounds

Key words that can be 
blended

Key words (sight words)

s a t as/at a
p i n an /it I / is
m d g am /man / dad / dog / 

did
and

o c k not / got /can / cat to / do /

e u r up / us / ran / mum / 
get / ten

no / go /so

h b f had / him / his / but / 
big / back / off

the /  of / he

ff l ll ss if / tell / all / are / like

j v w well /  will / went was  
x y z six you /my 
qu said / have 
ch much  
sh she /we / me
th they / then / them / that 

ng this / with /there
ai ay day / again 

ee see / need / been / tree / 
fifteen sixteen 

igh right / night 
oa little / one

oo / oo took / look / good / too / food / 
soon 

ar I’m / it’s 
or or / for 
ur yes 
ow now / how / town / down 

oi / oy when / what
ear some / come
air air 
er her / under

Table showing the 
order of sounds 

and the key words 
taught over the 
reception year.



Individual Reading Books

When they are ready, each child takes home a reading book and reading record 
book. In the current situation, children will be taking home books on a Monday 

and Thursday. 

We do expect the children to read at home every day as part of their 
school homework.

Our reading books are from specially chosen schemes to develop phonics 
knowledge and progressive reading skills. We have a wide range of books, 

including non-fiction, story books, poetry books and play scripts. 



We teach the children to use many different strategies to help with their reading. These can also be 
used when the children are reading at home.

 Encourage them to look carefully at the pictures for clues to decode words and also for 
comprehension. They can explain what is happening in the picture, use it to infer meaning and also 
predict what will happen.  The front cover is great for prediction.

 To sound out and then blend the sounds together to read new words. 

 Look out for the sight words in books. We also build up the children’s sight vocabulary by sending 
home key words for them to practise.

 Looking at the first few sounds e.g. ‘caterpillar’

 Reading through the sentence to give a context then going back to work out the tricky word.

 Re-reading from the beginning of a sentence to guess an unknown word

 Recognising and using punctuation properly, for example to pause at a full stop and talk about the 
use of a capital letter.

 If they have struggled to decode words in a sentence, practise reading it again to help with 
fluency once the words are known or read the sentence back to them for understanding.

Children who are able to use a range of these strategies will become 
successful readers

Reading Strategies



Think about when and where this 
can happen to limit distractions 
and help concentration.

Paired reading, you could read 
together or take turns.

Enjoy it!

Reading at Home



Writing in reception

Curriculum expectations are that at the end of the reception year:

 Children use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways which 
match their spoken sounds

 They also write some irregular common words.  

 They write simple sentences which can be read by themselves and 
others.   Some words are spelt correctly and others are phonetically 
plausible.    

By the end of the reception year children should be able to attempt 
writing for various purposes, using features of different forms such as 
lists, stories or instructions.



Children 
experiment with 
mark–making and 
tell you what the 
symbols mean.  
This is done for 
both words and 
numbers.

Emergent Writing



The next stage is that they use clearly 
identifiable letters to communicate meaning.



The final stage is that the 
child is beginning to write some 
irregular common words. 
The word ‘cinema’ is 
phonetically plausible.



Handwriting

How we teach handwriting
Finger/hand exercises
Patterns
Correct letter formation
Learning the joins – horizontal or 
diagonal



Pencil grip



Learning to 
form letters  
during phonic 

sessions

As we introduce each phonic 
sound the children will 
practise writing the letter 
and will learn a ditty;  eg

s - slither down the snake

a – around the apple and 
down the leaf. 



All letters are formed from 
the top



Penpals

We use Penpals handwriting scheme throughout the school.

 From the spring term children learn about the four families of 
letters: 

 Curly caterpillar letters

 Zigzag monster letters

 Long legged giraffe letters

 One armed robot letters

Children will learn about ascenders (letters that are taller than 
other letters, eg h/b) and descenders (letters that go below the 
line eg g/y).



Curly caterpillar letters





Long legged giraffe letters



One-armed robot letters



Writing a simple sentence

Paper and pencils are available for the 
children to access freely in reception. 

Children are encouraged to write CVC 
words (three letter words with a vowel 
in the middle, such as cat, sun etc) both 
during their phonic sessions and through 
daily activities. 

Once the 26 letters of the alphabet 
have been taught, children will be 
encouraged to write lists and two/three 
word sentences.  

We use books as a stimulus to write 
about.  For example Dear Zoo is used 
for the children to write which animal 
they would like as a pet. 



Please remember to 
let your child see 
you writing, and to 

always make  writing 
fun!


